
Janet F. Puchlak-Smith
February 28, 1944 - July 11, 2025

LEXINGTON- Janet Fay Puchlak-Smith, age 81, a resident of Lexington,
Michigan passed away on Friday, July 11, 2025. 

 She was born on February 28, 1944 in Port Huron, a daughter of the late
Gordon and Lorene (Richardson) Bechtel. 

 Janet worked all of her life as a secretary, starting out as a Legal Secretary,
worked at General Motors, Bindicator, Prestolite and the last 22 years as
Secretary to the Director of Sanilac Couty Department of Social Services.
Janet retired in 2000. Janet was a graduate of Yale High School, the Class of
1962. She enjoyed playing music jamborees in the United States and Canada,
along with her late husband, Harold Smith. She attended The Huron Pioneer
Steam Show every year in Blyth, Ontario. Janet also performed as “Clover”
The Clown, and was part of the “Happy Handful” musical group that went
around to area nursing homes and the Medical Care Facility making music
and bring smiles and happiness. 

 She is survived by her son, Michael (Kathleen) Puchlak; step children Brenda
(Ron) Dawson and Dawn (Gary) Miller; brother, Gerald Bechtel and sister,
Judith Walker; special friend, John Balog from Canada; several cousins,
several nieces and nephews; also several step-grandchildren and step-great
grandchildren; 

 She was preceded in death by her husband, Harold Smith, her parents
Gordon and Lorene Bechtel; her stepson, Alan Smith and her brother, Gordon
Bechtel, Jr. 



Visitation will be from 2-6 P.M. on Tuesday at the Pomeroy Funeral Home in
Lexington. Funeral services will be held at 11 A.M.. on Wednesday, with
visiting from 10-11 A.M. at the funeral home. Rev. Patty Olds of the Applegate
Methodist Church will officate. 

 Pallbearers will be, Bob Bechtel, Mark Bechtel, Jim Bechtel, Crystal Jones,
Don Pensyl and Christian Ferris. 

 Interment will follow in the Croswell Cemetery.



Cemetery Details

Croswell Cemetery

299 Davis Street
Croswell, MI 48422

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 15. 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Pomeroy Funeral Home - Lexington
5635 Main St.
Lexington, MI 48450
(810) 359-7700
pomeroyfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/

Visitation

JUL 16. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Pomeroy Funeral Home - Lexington
5635 Main St.
Lexington, MI 48450
(810) 359-7700
pomeroyfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/

mailto:pomeroyfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/
mailto:pomeroyfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/


Service

JUL 16. 11:00 AM (ET)

Pomeroy Funeral Home - Lexington
5635 Main St.
Lexington, MI 48450
(810) 359-7700
pomeroyfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/

mailto:pomeroyfuneralhomes@gmail.com
https://pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/


Tribute Wall
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Gary & Rosa Ferris - July 13, 2025 at 03:00 PM

Gary & Rosa Ferris purchased the Country Bask
et Blooms for the family of Janet F. Puchlak-
Smith.

Gary & Rosa Ferris - July 13, 2025 at 03:00 PM

Gary & Rosa Ferris planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Janet F. Puchlak-
Smith.

pomeroy funeral home - July 13, 2025 at 01:37 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

JR

Jane Ross - July 15, 2025 at 06:48 PM

I worked with Janet at Sanilac DHS. She had a great smile and
infectious laugh. When she retired I re-wrote the words to the Shania
Twain song, "Honey, I'm Home" to "Harold, I'm Home" and everyone
sang it to her. She sure was a fun person. May she rest in peace.

https://www.pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.pomeroyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Jim Beyer - July 16, 2025 at 07:21 AM

I also worked with Janet at Sanilac County DHS. She was always a
sweet lady who maintained a cheerful countenance while traveling the
ups and downs of her life.


